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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 - 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Paulis (US 4,738,678), in view of Klofta et al. (US 2003/0077307 and further in view of 
Blieszner et al. (US 5,648,083). 

With respect to claim 1 , Paulis discloses an absorbent article used in conjunction 
with a wet wipe as set forth in the abstract and in the figures. 

The difference between Paulis and claim 1 is provision that the article include a 
skin care composition and that the wet wipe include a skin care solution. 

Klofta et al. (hereinafter "Klofta") teaches a system for improving skin health of a 
wearer comprising a disposable absorbent article that includes an outer cover, liquid 
permeable bodyside liner that defines a bodyfacing surface and that is connected in 
superposed relation to the outer cover and an absorbent body that is located between 
the bodyside liner and the outer cover (page 8, paragraph 89) and a skin care 
composition on at least a portion of the bodyfacing surface of the bodyside liner that 
includes from about 40 to about 95 percent by weight of emollient (page 2, paragraph 
26; page 3 paragraph 32)and from about 5 to about 60 percent by weight of viscosity 
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enhancer (page 5, paragraph 56). Klofta teaches the composition to be usable with 
various types of absorbent articles as set forth on page 8, [0086]. 

Blieszner et al. (hereinafter "Blieszner") teaches a wet wipe meeting the claimed 
limitations as set forth in col. 2, lines 1 - 7; col. 4, lines 30 - 36 and col. 9, 
lines 57 - 64. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
topsheet of Paulis to provide a skin care composition because the skin care 
composition is useful for protecting the skin as taught by Klofta in the abstract. 

It also would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
wipe of Paulis to provide a skin care solution because the skin care solution provides 
effective protection against perineal dermatitis as taught by Blieszner in 
col. 1, lines 1 - 35. 

Likewise, the examiner notes that Paulis provides the general knowledge in the 
art of providing a diaper that is used in conjunction with a wet wipe. The substitution of 
these essential working parts in order to provide the most effective product is within the 
level of ordinary skill in the art. 

With respect to claims 2-5, the examiner contends that Paulis in view of Klofta 
and further in view of Blieszner et al. disclose the claimed invention. The preference of 
applying the wipe before or after use of the article and/or using the combination once 
or more than once a day is an obvious matter of design choice that does not patentably 
distinguish the claimed invention from the prior art because the prior art is fully capable 
of performing the claimed limitations. 
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With reference to claim 6, Klofta discloses an emollient selected from the listed 
group as set forth on page 3, paragraph 34. 

As to claim 7, Klofta discloses the claimed viscosity enhancer on page 6, 
paragraph 61. 

Regarding claims 8-9, Klofta discloses from about 5 to about 55% of beeswax 
as set forth on page 5, paragraph 56 and page 6, paragraph 61. 

As to claims 10 and 11, Klofta discloses from about 0.1-55 percent of coconut 
oil as set forth on page 3, paragraph 32 and page 4, paragraph 42. 

With reference to claims 12-13, Klofta discloses from about 0.1 to about 10 
percent of cholesterol as set forth on page 3, paragraph 32 and page 4, paragraph 44. 

As to claim 14, Klofta discloses a skin care solution with a HLB range of from 
about 7 to about 18 as set forth on page 7, paragraph 76. 

As to claim 15, Klofta discloses a surfactant selected from the listed group as set 
forth on page 4, paragraph 37. 

With reference to claim 16, Blieszner teaches the extracted botanical active as 
green tea in col. 9, lines 57 - 64. 

As to claims 17 and 18, Klofta discloses from about 0.1 - 55 percent of coconut 
oil as set forth on page 3, paragraph 32 and page 4, paragraph 42. 

With reference to claims 19-20, Klofta discloses from about 0.1 to about 10 
percent of soy sterols as set forth on page 3, paragraph 32 and page 4, paragraph 44. 

Regarding claims 21 - 22, Klofta discloses from about 0.1 to about 30 percent of 
glucose as set forth on page 3, paragraph 36. 
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As to claim 23, see the rejection of claim 1 . 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed December 12, 2005 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

With respect to the applicants arguments that the prior art references do not 
teach or suggest a system with the claimed limitations, the examiner disagrees. Paulis 
discloses the general knowledge of providing a system that includes an absorbent 
article used in conjunction with a wet wipe which ultimately improves skin health of a 
wearer. Wet wipes are well known in the art to encompass a solution, hence the name 
"wet" wipe. The examiner contends that it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify elements that have already been disclosed by Paulis (i.e. a 
topsheet, a solution on the wet wipe, etc.) in order to determine the most effective 
product or in order to construct a desired product. The examiner contends that the 
modification is a substitution in that a topsheet and a wipe with a solution have already 
been disclosed in the prior art. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michele Kidwell whose telephone number is 
571-272-4935. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tatyana Zalukaeva can be reached on 571-272-1 115. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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